10 March 2020

FORMIDABLE
FITZROVIAN WOMEN
Following on from International Women’s Day and for the start
of Women's History Month, each day this week we will
celebrate Fitzrovian women who have led the way in the past,
working through adversity to pursue their ambition, and
highlight the achievements of today’s Fitzrovian women who
have picked up the baton and lead from the front.
Monday's feature: Travel Influencers - Nancy Cunard &
Rita Sharma OBE (Best at Travel) click here for website.

DAY 2: ART INFLUENCERS

LADY OTTOLINE MORRELL
(1873 - 1938)
PATRON OF THE ARTS
Lady Ottoline Morrell was an English
aristocrat, patron of the arts, and society
hostess who lived in Fitzrovia.
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She was a host to many writers such as
Virginia Woolf and T.S Eliot.
She was parodied in many 21st century
books by the writers who she had
befriended and housed, such as
Hermione Roddice in D. H. Lawrence's
Women in Love, and the character Lady
Chatterley was said to be based on her
too. She was well known for her
decadent parties in Fitzrovia.

REBECCA HOSSACK
GALLERY OWNER
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Rebecca Hossack is a gallery owner who
focusses on Aboriginal and western art.
She lives and works in Fitzrovia. She set
up her first own gallery in Fitzrovia, in
March 1988, and now has galleries in
London, New York and Miami.
The gallery has just celebrated its 32nd
year and has built an international
reputation. Her gallery was the first in
Europe to feature Australian Aboriginal
art. She is married to Matthew Sturgis, a
historian and biographer.
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INTERVIEW
Tell us about your career journey and
any highlights
This year marks the 32nd anniversary of
the opening of the Rebecca Hossack Art
Gallery. Over the course of three decades
the gallery has built an international
reputation for innovation, individuality,
energy and excellence.
I was also the first Conservative
Councillor in Bloomsbury for over 20
years.
Tell us about a working day for you
My working day is about 20 hours long!
Usually in a different country every week.
Every day is completely different, and
every day is really exciting. I like to spend
time with my fabulous team in the gallery
and meeting amazing artists all over the
world.
What advice would you give to women
at an earlier stage in their careers?
Work hard and be nice to people.

What advice would you give on what
NOT to do in your career?
Do not assume anything and do not
feel bad for not knowing anything…one
day you will be master of the universe!
What woman/women inspire you?
Julia Gillard, ex PM Australia.
All the amazing women in my gallery
team.
My friend Karyl Nairn who is an
amazing lawyer who won the biggest
law case in legal history but is still
kind and sweet and looks like a movie
star as she takes on the big boys.
What are you still learning, or
planning to learn?
Everything.
What are your hobbies?
Embroidery and guerrilla gardening,
riding my bike and reading
voraciously.

